
LEWTS HENRY MORGAN:

Ameri can schol ar

LEWIS HENRY MORGAN was, i n al I facets,
wi thout questi on , a di sci pl e of Massachusetts
savant RALPH WALDO EMERSON. It woul d i n fact
not be too "out of the questi on" to i mag'i ne

M0RGAN as the model from whi ch EMERS0N drew
i nspi rati on when composi ng hi s "Ameri can

scholar" nddress for the phi Beta Kappa

Society at Harvard University, August 31,
J.837.

At that time, LEWrs M0RGAN of Aurora,
cayuga county, New York state was sti I I an

e'i ghteen*year-ol d teenage r though he was

a1 ready mani festi ng the i ntel I ectual habi ts
EMERSoN extol I ed i n hi s orati on. Even more

i roni c was the fact that he had i ndependentl y

arrived at conclusions regarding the Natural
Envi ronment and i ts i nfl uence on Human

rntellect very similar to those the New

England philosopher explored in an Essay

enti tl ed ',NATURE" whi ch he had publ i shed

anonymously just a year earlier.
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unl j ke EMERSoN 
n s better-known n'di sci p1 e"

HENRY DAVID THOREAU, MORGAN di d NOt CNdCAVOT

to di scove r the ve ri ti es of Li fe by camp'i ng

for "two years; two months and two daysn' away

from Civilization. on the contrary, he

charted a course which ultimately brought him
nnfame and fortune". Success as an Attorney
at Rochester , N . Y. wi th rnvestrnents i n
Northern-Michigan lron Ore ventures afforded
MORGAN opportun'i ty to i ndul ge hi s ti me i n
schol ar1 y endeavors . rt was thi s pu rsui t
whi ch establ i shed hi s reputati on as an

Ameri can Anthropol ogi st noted especi a1 1 y for
i nventi ng the study of "KTNSHTP TERMTNoLoGY" '
Hj s magnum opus or best-known achi evement

today is a Book entitled "LEAGUE oF THE

rRoQuors" which he produced in colIaboration
with ELY PARKER.

LEwrs MORGAN "came of Age" as a resident of
Aurora, a bustling port on Cayuga take which

served as a condui t for transportt ng Produce

and Products from the rich ringer takes
Region of New vork state north to the erie
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canal. LEwrs HENRy's Father :edediah had

come to be a prosperous Busi nessman and

" pi I I ar of the Commun'i ty" pri or to LEwrs '

bi rth. Hi s son was a young man endowed wi th
keen i ntel I ect and fervent desi re for
en ri chi ng hi s own r'li nd . Hi s i nsati abl e
curiosity was fueled by passion for
i nvesti gati ng the hi story of rndi genous

Reoples who had formerly occupied the tand
upon which Aurora had arisen long before
Europeans began "invading" them. This of
course translated as the cayuga rribe of the
1 arger t roquoi s Confederacy.

An additional "Passion" for LEWrs during
his developmental years was a fascination for
"secret Soci eti es" . Hi s Father had been a
Brother of the I ocal uasoni c t-odge pri or to
i ts di ssol uti on i n wake of the so-cal I ed

"Morgan Affai r" of 1826 whi ch cast a pa1 1

ove r the exi stence of organ'i zat'i ons such as

Free & Rccepted Masons throughout the
country. Though this "Affair" had nothing to
do wi th the Au rora Morgans , i t di d , ds i n
communi ti es eve rywhe re cause potent-i al
affi I i ates to avoi d Rssoci ati ons
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i ncorporati ng cl andesti ne i ssues and

acti vi ti es among Membe rs . t-odge Ual I s whi ch

from an earlier Era had been established in
Rural Communities stood vacant and unused.

Such was the situation at Aurora when LEWIS

MORGAN was a StUdent at cayuga Academy. Hi s

i nterests i n Oebati ng, Decl amati on and

tntel I ectual pel I owsh'i p prompted hi m to
organi ze a Cl ub for "mutual i mprgvement i n

useful tcnowl edge" . To add an aura of
excl us'ivi ty to thi s associ ati on he desi gned a

se ri es of ni tual s and tegends 'n fo r Membe rs '

knowl edge on1 y" much aki n to n'a sec ret
soci ety'n . Thi s was the nucl eus for what came

to be known as 'othe Order of the Gordi an

Knot" which WaS housed in Aurora'S abandoned

tttasoni c Lodge.

Scene 1; Au rora ' New York 1-840

tewi s Morgan

charl es T. Porter

Porter: WELCOME HOME, Lewi S !

you FARE ITJELL

I AM ASSUMING


