
NARRATOR' S NOTES : DAN Ri CC RI MOSI ,A CI OWN

Dan Rice is one of those persons who fits into the
category "Greatest lmeri cans no one ever heard of".
rhough havf ng made a s'i gni fi cant i mpact on

AMERTCAN CULTURE, unlike P.T. Barnum and rhe
ningling grothers of North American Circus Lore,
tttister Rice has been ignored by successive waves of
textbook manufactures and purveyors. His only
living legacy remains a small-town museum in the
Western Rennsylvania community of Girard where his
animals were often boarded for the winter.
whi1e being an ideal model of, "the self*made man"n

Rice as a prolific entertainer and successful
artiste was doomed to obscurity by his own

Creati vi ty .

Dan - "the man'n - made a caree r out of obfus cati ng

the truth about himself. Among his arsenal of
skills, the most outstanding was his penchant for
manufacturing TRUTH. As an unrivaled storyteller
he was able to alter facts at will and convince
interested parties that each version was more real
than the previous one.
gis real name may have been "Daniel Mclaren" but

without birth records there is no way of
ascertaining this tidbit of information.

Some would-be eiographers have theorized that he

may have adopted the name "Rice'n during his "Black-
face days" as a means of becoming associated with a



famous and highly successful contemporary
entertainer T.D. Rice.
such a story gains credibility from his habit of

claiming association with popular people.
Accord'i ng to one story he I i ked to tel I he had

become an intimate of the eritish writer, Charles
oickens, during the latter's North American tour in
L842.
Be it so or not, Dan and Dickens did share at

least one common feature. Neither man never
received much formal education yet each had

developed a passion for the words of william
shakespeare and used thi s wi sdom as spri ngboards
from which to launch their own careers.
ndditionally, pickens, though known best for his

wri ti ng , was , I i ke Dan Ri ce, a consummate Stage
ente rtai ne r ! Each man was capabl e of ho'l d'i ng an

audience enthralled with words "not uttered by

ordinary mortals".
rt may have been oickens' background as a

Newspaper Reporter that steered him to committing
hi s noti ons to wri ti ng whi I e Ri ce was more I i kel y

to be "the subject'n of Newspaper stori es .

Dan Rice was a living American folk-hero. His
mul ti tude of tal ents made hi m "b'igger than Li fe" !

He was in all ways a 1over, a fighter and "a
ri ngtai I howl er" . Hi s physi cal and mental
st rengths we re i ncomparabl e . He embodi ed the
assertion by Avon's eard that "all the world's a



stage...." by be'ing ever "...a p1ayer upon it".

Scene L:

rhe "Real Dan Rice" allegedly commenced t-ife in
New York city with the name paniel Mclaren.

Questions arise about that particular appellation
due to the i denti ty of hi s bi ol ogi ca1 progen-itor.
whether or not he should be credited with his
Mother's first- or second-husband as a Father is as

nebulous aS his seventy-seven year career on planet

Earth beg'inni ng on or about January 23, L823.

As a teenager Dan was a fi ne spec'imen of humanki nd

physically as well as menta11y. rhough not
particularly "big" he was amply muscled and adroit.
erawling was his favorite "sport" whiIe handling
horses was his particular skill. His superior
strength suited him well for becoming a "Drayman"

when at Age L7, he made his way to pittsburgh,
rennsyl vani a.
His skiII in handling horses, especia1'ly when

persuading recalcitrant equines to haul heavy loads
on fl atbed wagons was due i n part to hi s uncanny

ability to communicate with animals. prior to
entering the world of circus this "Doctor
oool i ttl e" had pi cked up pocket-change by

exhibiting a Pig he had trained.


