
NARRATOR, S NOTES:

BIG TOP AMERICA In rhe segi nn'ing

ci rcus tti stori ans general 1y poi nt to an Eng'l i shman

named nhilip Astley as "Father of the circus".
sometime in L770, this gentleman began performing

before audiences in London as a horseback rider.
with spectators sitting around a circular arena he

pe rfo rmed t ri cks unl i ke anyth'i ng they had
previously experienced. Later he added features
such as clowns, Acrobats and right*rope walkers to
enhance the entertainment,
rn time similar Equestrian-based performances

began appearing throughout England as well as on

the Continent. rt was inevitable that ultimately
such shows woul d be dupl i cated i n trtorth Ameri ca.

scene 1:

John Bill Ricketts arrived in the Colonies from
Scotland in L792. He had trained as an Equestrian
i n Engl and so soon opened what i s gene ra'l 1 y
regarded as the original American Circus at a site
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on april 3, L793.
Ext ra ente rtai nment i ncl uded a Cl own and r'i ght- rope
Walker.

Eventually Ricketts persuaded George washington to
loan him one of his own favorite horses, a white


